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NEWSLETTER

This is the 3rd edition of our National 4-H Shooting Sports Newsletter.  The purpose is to inform states as to what is happening in shooting sport around the country.

National Training Workshop


New Mexico will be hosting the next National Workshop. The dates for the workshop are May 16-21, 2003 at the Whittington Center near Raton, New Mexico.  This facility is located off of I 25 on Rt. 64 just south east of Raton.  Our host coordinator in Frank Hodnett and Frank can be contacted at 505-646-5472 of via email at fhodnett@nmsu.edu.
National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational


New Mexico will be hosting the National Invitational for the second year at the Whittington Center near Raton, NM.  The event will be held the week of July 7-11, 2003.  Ken Sabo will be the coordinator for this event and can be contacted at kesabo@nmsu.edu.  The rules for the event will be posted on the 4-H Shooting Sports Foundation website again this year. Please direct any questions about the Invitational to Ken.

Search for Outstanding 4-H Youth in Shooting Sports


The National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee is working with Michael Martin at Penn State to complete a 4-H promotional brochure,  highlighting 4-H Shooting Sports.  We wish to include photos and short biographies of a few of our great 4-H youth from the various regions of the country.  Please help us identify some of our outstanding youth and obtain necessary information-

1. Photo of 4-H’er (not necessarily shooting)

2. Short Biographical Sketch

3. Signed Permission from parent and 4-H’er to use their photo and bio if selected

Submit all to:

Conrad Arnold, Extension Educator 4-H, P O Box 299, Cambridge, MD 21613

All information must be submitted by November 22, 2002.

2002 Invitational Results


Results from the 2002 National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational can be found on the National 4-H Shooting Sports Foundation website.  The address is www.4-Hshootingsports.org
2001 NWTF Grants Reports


States are currently submitting their reports for how they spent grant monies during the 2001-2002 fiscal year ending June 30, 2002.  If your state has not submitted this report then please send the report to Jim Simms, Acting National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee Chair, 301 West Main St., Rm. 507, Clarksburg, WV 26301.  

What are these funds being used for?  To answer that question, I will share what some of the states have done.

     In Louisiana they used part of the money they received to let their Parishes apply for Mini grants of $250.00 and each parish had to match the funds for the purchase of shooting sports equipment.

     In Nebraska they used their funds to purchase equipment, awards for their state shoot and provided scholarship to their state instructor-training workshop.

     Tennessee used part of their money to sponsor Target S.M.A.R.T. a camp where they teach shotgun, muzzleloader, archery and rifle training.  Sixty-two 4-H campers attended this event.  They also used funds to provide archery and rifle training to school students at their four 4-H Centers, which involved nearly 8,000 youth.

     Up in Vermont, they used funds to purchase archery equipment that is used to train instructors and they are also loaned out to county programs for they’re shooting clubs.

     In the buckeye state of Ohio, they used funds to provide scholarships to their youth shooting education camp, and to train volunteers to be instructors.

This is the 5th year for their shooting camp.

  Out in the Sunflower State of Kansas they allowed counties to apply for mini grants to purchase equipment for their shooting clubs.

     North Dakota uses their grant money to support adult volunteer training, educate extension staff, sponsor outdoor skills camps and activities throughout the state.

     In Mississippi grant funds are used for mini grants to counties with active shooting clubs to use in the purchase of equipment for the shooting sports training of youth and for scholarships to their adult volunteer training of instructors.

     Arkansas used their funds to sponsor instructor training and two state level shooting matches for the youth of the Arkansas 4-H program.

     Out in Arizona, they used their grant funds in the form of mini grants to purchase equipment and supplies for the shooting clubs in four counties.

4-H Shooting Sports Ambassadors Program
     The National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee is interested in encouraging each state to look at starting an ambassadors program to promote the 4-H Shooting Sports program in your state.  The National Committee would also use these youth to help when a workshop or other event or activity sponsored by the National Committee is held.  We hope to be able to get the guidelines for this project finalized in the near future and then out to states.

4-H Shooting Sports Featured in Progressive Farmer magazine
      In the October issue of Progressive Farmer magazine, the 4-H Shooting Sports Program had an article written by Wade Bourne an outdoor writer.  It is a very positive article on 4-H Shooting Sports.

Future National Training’s

    As we look to the future we will be looking for states to host the National 4-H Shooting Sports training.  We have a rotational format that moves to different areas of the country each year.  We are looking to the northeast for 2004 and have two potential sites for that training.  In our rotation we will be looking to the northwest in 2005, north central states in 2006 and south in 2007 if we stay on the current schedule.  We usually select the site application eighteen months ahead of the workshop.  If your state would like to be considered then you can request and application from the chair of the National Shooting Sports Committee.

National Invitational Future Sites

    As you may know the Invitational will be in New Mexico in 2003.  However, we are looking for states that would like to host the Invitational in the future.  We are currently seeking a host state for 2004 and 2005.  If you think your state would like to be considered as a host then contact Jim Simms, 301 West Main Street, Rm. 507, Clarksburg, WV 26301 or email at jim.simms@mail.wvu.edu.

The National Shooting Sports Committee will be considering this item at our next meeting in early December.

