


NATIONAL 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS






NEWSLETTER

The purpose of the news letter is to provide a means of letting  people know what is going on in the 4-H shooting sports programs nation wide.
The only constant we have is change.

Changes in the National 4-H Shooting Sports program have been happening quite quickly over the past four months.

 Dr. Ken Sabo Retires  
Dr. Ken Sabo, of New Mexico, has retired as the Executive Director of the National 4-H Shooting Sports program.  Dr. Sabo has been synonymous with the National 4-H Shooting Sports program. His knowledge and leadership will be missed. To address the responsibilities that Dr. Sabo had the position has been divided into two positions, Executive Director for the National 4-H Shooting Sports Foundation and Program Coordinator for the National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee. 

Program Coordinator Selected 
Effective December 1 2003 

James E (Jim) Hamilton came on board at the Program Coordinator for the National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee. 

 Jim has been involved with 4-H for over 45 years   For the past fifteen years Jim has served as Coordinator for the Colorado Youth Hunter Education Challenge,  lead instructor on the Colorado State 4-H shooting Sports 
Leadership Team, Superintendent at the Colorado State Fair and event leader at the Colorado 4-H Family Shooting Sports Campout. 
Jim is a member of the 4-H Shooting Sports National Training Team. He is a certified Master Hunter Education Instructor, NRA Master Training Counselor, certified instructor in rifle, pistol, shotgun, muzzle loading, personal protection, reloading, and a Chief Range Safety Officer.
He is currently vice-president of the Colorado state chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation.
Jim will be assisting the committee with coordination of the training workshops and the invitational.

 Jim can be contacted at: 

1016 Arizona Ave 

Trinidad Colorado 81082

 1-719-846-7403 or via e-mail jham4h@adelphia.net .
Executive Chairman Changes
Dr. Doug Steele recently accepted the position of, Vice Provost and Director of Extension for Montana State University Bozeman, MT 

The executive committee would like to thank Doug for his dedication to the shooting sports program and for his leadership. We wish him well in his new position.

Jim Simms Named Chairman 
Jim Simms of West Virginia has been named as National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee Chairman to replace Doug Steele.  Jim has served in this position before and brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the position.
Executive Director Selected
On February 12, 2004 John J. (Johnny K) Kvasnicka was selected to be the Executive Director of the National 4-H Shooting Sports Foundation.
“Johnny K” has been involved as a member and a leader with local, county and state 4-H activities for the past 43 years. He has trained 4-H Shooting Sports leaders in all disciplines. He is a NRA Training Counselor Trainer and is a NRA Certified Instructor for rifle, pistol, shotgun, and personal protection, home firearm responsibility, muzzle loading, reloading, and range safety officer.

 He has extensive experience managing 501 © 3 programs as a fundraiser, grant writer and educator. 
Johnny will be assisting the Foundation Board with fundraising, industry liaisons and administration duties

Johnny can be contacted at:

National 4-H Shooting Sports Foundation
20915   604th Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927
Phone 507-635-5600 his e-mail address is jkwildlife@bigplanet.com
, 

POSITION STATEMENT ON PAINT BALL USE IN 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS PROGRAM.

The National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee has adopted and added the following statement to the National Policy Manual.

“The purpose of the 4-H Shooting Sports Program is to promote youth development through the safe and responsible use of archery equipment 

and firearms.  Pointing any type of firearm including air guns, paintball guns, laser guns or laser sighting devices at any person or any humanoid or  

Tombstone target is inappropriate and dangerous.  Therefore the National 4-H Shooting sports committee is unequivocally opposed to such use in the 4-H Shooting Sports program. “
National Training Workshop

Pennsylvania will host the national training workshop for the NE Region in May of 2004. Michael Martin is Coordinator for the training workshop.  Notices for registration have been posted on the website. Michael can be contacted at 814-863-2754 or via email at mmartin@psu.edu.
National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational

Missouri will be hosting the National Invitational for 2004 & 2005. The 2004 event will be held the last week of June at Columbia MO. Coordinator for this event is Gerry Snapp.  He can be contacted at snappg@missouri.edu.  The rules for the event are posted on the 4-H Shooting Sports Foundation website. Questions about the Invitational should be directed to Gerry.
Future National Trainings Workshops
The National committee is requesting bids from states to host the National 4-H Shooting Sports training Workshops.  We have a rotational format that moves to different areas of the country each year.  If we stay on the current schedule, in our rotation we will be looking to the northwest area in 2005, north central area in 2006 and south in 2007.  We usually select the site application eighteen months ahead of the workshop.  If your state would like to be considered you can request and application from the Program Coordinator for National Shooting Sports Committee or look on the national website. 
National Invitational Future Sites

The Invitational will be in Missouri in 2004 and 2005.  We are now looking for states that would like to host the Invitational in the future.  We are currently seeking a host state for 2006 and 2007.  If you think your state would like to be considered as a host for these or future years contact Jim Hamilton. The National Shooting Sports Committee will be considering future sites during the annual winter meeting in December.
A note from “ Bustin Clays”

Bustin Clays, LLC has been chosen as the preferred merchandising and marketing company by the National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee. To provide 4-H shooting sports apparel and equipment Bustin Clays was founded in 2003 as a company with its mission to deliver the highest quality gear for the shooting sports organizations at the lowest cost possible.  Bustin Clays only provides this service to not-for- profit organizations like 4-H.  Because of our high volume ordering and unique marketing programs Bustin Clays can bring this value to your organization.  Please visit our website at bustinclays.com to see the merchandise currently available.  Our line will be growing significantly for the 4-H Shooting Sports Programs throughout 2004. We are excited to be working with such a wonderful organization and look forward to serving you the customer.  Phone Bustin Clays @ 970 663 3754 or web site www.bustinclays.com for ordering.

4-H Shooting Sports becomes a regular in the International Hunter Education Journal
The International Hunter Education Journal is a publication for Hunter Education Instructors throughout the nation. They have a column in the front of their publication that is titled “Where do I go to from here”.  It centers on where graduates of hunter education classes can go to join organizations to continue to develop their shooting   skills. Thus far there have been articles by Dr. Del Benson director of the Colorado 4-H shooting sports program and Dr. Doug Steele former Executive Chair of the National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee. 
News articles requested

 If information on your state or local club or successful 4-H shooting sports program members that you would like to share send it to Jim Hamilton. 
Good quality photos  of shooting sports participants are especially needed.  There is also a need for helpful hints from local and state shooting sports leaders that would be beneficial to other leaders. 
 Jim is compiling articles that can be used in various publications such as IHEA Journal, and the 4-H Newsletter that will to provide positive views of the shooting sports.  If you have an article to go in the 4-H news letter send it to 

Jim Hamilton

1016 Arizona Ave 

Trinidad Colorado 81082

 Or via e-mail jham4h@adelphia.net .
4-H Shooting Sports Ambassadors Program
     The Teen Ambassadors program is up and running. If you visit the website you will find that the May deadline for receiving applications to become a National Ambassador is  rapidly approaching. Applications are available on the web site.
4-H Instructors/Leaders 
What does a 4-H Instructor/Leader do?   The goal of all 4-H project areas is youth development.  That is to provide youth with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to become successful, productive members of society.  This goes well beyond an individual class or instructional event.  Most 4-H clubs meet at least monthly, and during the summer months, more frequently.  These meetings may be in conjunction with school activities or maybe at home. During these meetings youth do demonstrations and projects are reviewed. This is in addition to practicing for up coming events 

Individuals who are adult leaders for these clubs receive training not only in the shooting project areas such as, rifle, shotgun, archery, muzzle loading or outdoor skills, but also in a host of development areas like citizenship, leadership , personal responsibility,  public speaking, community service, planning/organization, record keeping and problem solving conflict resolution.
  4-H shooting sports: Shooting and so much more.
