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NATIONAL 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS






NEWSLETTER

                                          VOLUME IV NO.4

Future National Trainings Workshops

The National 4-H Shooting Sports committee is requesting bids from states to host future National 4-H Shooting Sports training Workshops.  We have a rotational format that moves to different areas of the country each year.  In our rotation north central states in 2006 will be in Kansas. The south is schedule in 2007 and the southwest in 2008.  We like to select the site eighteen months ahead of the workshop.  If your state would like to be considered as the site for a future workshop,  then down load the application off the website and submit it to one of the co-chairs of the National committee. 

http://www.4-hshootingsports.org/
2005 Workshop 

The 2005 4-H shooting sports workshop will be held in the Spokane, Washington area May 15-20, 2005. If you are interested in attending the workshop, then you should contact your state 4-H Shooting Sports Leader or your Regional Representative for more information.

TWENTY FIVE YEARS RECOGNIZED

     During the December meeting of the National 4-H Shooting Sports committee, the national committee recognized Federal Cartridge for 
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(l to r  Ron Johnson, VP ATK Civil Ammunition; Mark DeYoung, Sr.VP ATK Ammunition Group; Jim Simms, Co-Chair National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee; Cindy Holzmer, Teen Ambassador)

Seventy years of sponsorship of conservation activities in 4-H and twenty five years as a sponsor of the National 4-H Shooting Sports program.  Federal Cartridge started by sponsoring scholarships to state conservation camps in 1934 and providing ammunition for the rifle classes which were taught at those camps.  In 1979, they switched their focus to the new 4-H Shooting Sports program. 
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     (left Jim Simms, right Bill Stevens)

      Bill Stevens, who has worked for Federal Cartridge for forty years, was recognized for his service to the National 4-H Shooting Sports program.  Bill was one of the visionaries that formulated the program concept.
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  (left Jim Simms, right Ron Howard)

Ron Howard, 4-H Youth Development Specialist in Texas by way of Indiana and New York was also one of those visionaries.  He has given twenty five years of guidance and service to the National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee.

A 4-H SHOOTING SPORTS MEMBERS STORY.

The Missouri Experience


by Rebecca Lasich - Colorado


They made it further than they hoped, further than a lot of their peers. They now know that if they are dedicated and like what they do, they can get anywhere, even Columbia, Missouri. Now Columbia may not seem like much too just anyone, but to 4-H Shooting Sports participants in 2004, its means the top, the National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational. 


The team from Larimer County Colorado didn't get to Nationals by sitting around and thinking about it. They practiced and worked to improve their skill. When they won their county competition, they had no idea that they would head to Nationals the next year. In reality that is exactly what happened, at the State competition, this team came in first and it was then that they knew they had qualified for the National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational competition. This team participated in the competition held June 30- July 2, 2004. Team members included Ryan Kiefer, Craig Brough, Matt Ackermann and Kyle Schnug. At the National Invitational, this team of friends competed with eight other teams from across the United States in the Muzzleloading Rifle competition.


The national level events were different from the county and state level events. To prepare for the changes and challenges, the team had to put peep sights on their rifles.  The contest distances ranged from 25 yards to 110 meters. This was quite a contrast to the normal 50 yards for their county and state competitions. In order to shoot the longer distances successfully, the team had to increase their powder charge as well. Typically they shoot 35-40 grains, but for the longer distances they went up to approximately 60 grains. 


There were three events, one event per day. The first event was shot at 25 yards at paper silhouette targets as well as bottles. The second event consisted of bulls eye targets shot at from 50 yards. The third and final event was Silhouette. The distances for the Silhouettes varied from 35 meters to 110 meters. They began everyday at 8 a.m., shooting in shifts of two. Two of the team members would shoot while the other two spotted for the ones on the line and then they would switch. It was meant to help with teamwork. The team commented that the spotting was very helpful and something they wished they could do more.


After each competition ended for the day, the team took a break until later when they had practice time for the next days' event. Each night after they were finished on the range, there was an awards ceremony announcing individual and team standings for day. After the practice and awards, team members went off to relax, cleaned their guns and get ready for the next competition.        



The team score was computed and decided on by the total of the top three scorers from the team. Matt Ackerman commented on the significance of each team member. "It was important to shoot well, but also important to encourage a teammate if he didn't have a good day." Team members agreed that the competition was very well organized and a great experience. Additionally, the team stated that they have developed and strengthened their skills through this opportunity. The competition was more than they thought it would be. They brought home 2nd place.    


Overall, the team felt confident about their placing and said they were changed by the experience. Ryan Kiefer commented on the overall event, "It was cool and fun to shoot something different". The team agreed that the competition helped them by broadening their experience in two ways; the overall experience of shooting at a national competition and the chance to shoot at the various new distances and different targets. "It was nice just to be out there with the guys," Craig Brough summed it up.      


News articles requested

We are compiling articles and stories for use in various publications such as IHEA journal and the 4-H Shooting Sports newsletter. We need articles or stories that provide positive views of the 4-H shooting sports program.

If you have an article that you like to submit that would give information on your state program, local club or a successful 4-H shooting sports member, please send it to: 

JIM SIMMS 
National 4-H Shooting Sports Co-Chair 
RT 1 BOX 537 C, STEWART LANE  
MT CLARE WV  26408

jmsimms@iolinc.net
National Invitational Future Sites

The Invitational will be held in Missouri again in 2005.  We are now looking for states that would like to host the Invitational in the future.  We are currently seeking a host state for 2006 and 2007 and 2008 and 2009. If you think your state would like to be considered as a host for the future, contact one of the co-chairs of the National Shooting Sports Committee. The National Shooting Sports Committee will be considering future sites during the annual winter meeting in December 2005.  A copy of the bid form for the National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational can be found on the National 4-H Shooting Sports website.  http://www.4-hshootingsports.org/
Ambassador Focus

     Each Newsletter features articles by our National 4-H Shooting Sports Teen Ambassadors.  In this Newsletter we have articles from Jon Zinnel and Cindy Holzmer from Minnesota 

An introduction to Two Ambassadors

Jon Zinnel – Minnesota

     Hello, my name is Jon Zinnel.  I am a teen ambassador for the National 4-H Shooting Sports program. To give you 
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an overview of my life, I was born in Southern Minnesota and raised there until I was six. Then my family moved to Northern Iowa where I still live today. Even though my family has moved out of Minnesota we have been active in the Minnesota 4-H Shooting Sports program. I have two older brothers that have been in Shooting Sports for many years, but now are too old to participate. My father is also active in the 4-H Shooting Sports program as a national instructor. 

     As I have gotten older I have learned to love the outdoors and have also started to collect guns.  

     I really enjoy the opportunity I am receiving from this program. After I was chosen as one of the candidates I got invited to the ambassador training at the National 4-H Shooting Sports Invitational in Columbia, Missouri. This was the beginning of becoming an ambassador we went through training as well as being taken on a tour of all the events.  Participating in these classes is a very important part of becoming an ambassador.  I learned many life skills. 4-H is a wonderful program to bring people together and learn many things.

Cindy Holzmer - Minnesota

     Hi, I'm Cindy Holzmer and I am one of the new 4-H National Shooting Sports Teen Ambassadors from Minnesota.  I am 17, although that'll change on 

September 3, and I will be a senior at South Saint Paul High school. In my family there are six kids, five sisters and one brother, along with fifteen grandchildren.  Of course, I am the baby of the family.
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My family belongs to Saint John Vianney, which is a Catholic Church. There I have earned my Confirmation and I help out with different activities, like Mother's Day, my Mom and I made and sold corsages.  It was fun.

     My family is very involved with 4-H programs.  We belong to the Kaposia Kids 4-H Club.  In this club I have served as Song Leader, Reporter, Treasurer, and President. I am also a Dakota County Ambassador.  As an Ambassador I do a lot of things, like promoting 4-H at schools and libraries, making quilts for the Gillette Hospital and one big thing we do is work at the Dakota County Fair. And of course I am also a youth leader in Shooting Sports.  My favorite disciple is Archery.

By Jeff Goodwin 

Co-Chair National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee

Conflict sometimes arises among the adults involved in many youth development programs.  This unfortunate situation can happen in Little League baseball, hockey, football, and yes even 4-H.  Here is a story to share in your 4-H club or project group to hopefully remind those adults of appropriate involvement in youth activities and proper interaction with other adults.


Two wolves

And old Native American Grandfather said to his grandson who came to him in anger at a friend who had done him an injustice.  “Let me tell you a story.  I too, at times, have felt a great hate for those that have taken so much, with no sorrow for what they do. But hate wears you down, and not just your enemy.  It is like taking poison and wishing your enemy would die.  I have struggled with these feelings many times”

     He continued, “It is as if there are two wolves inside me: One is good and does no harm.  He lives in harmony with all around him and does not take offense when no offense was intended. He will fight when it is right to do so, and in the right way. He saves all of his energy for the right fight.
    But the other wolf, ahhh!  He is full of anger. The littlest thing will set him into a fit of temper.  He fights everyone, all the time, for no reason.  He cannot think because his anger and hate are so great.  It is helpless anger, for his anger will change nothing.”

     “Sometimes it is hard to live with these two wolves inside me, for both of them try to dominate my spirit.”

     The boy looked intently into his Grandfathers eyes and asks. “Which one wins, Grandfather?”

     The Grandfather smiled and quietly said “the one I feed.”

American Indian Author- Unknown
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