National 4- H Shooting Sports Reloading Guidelines    



Recommendations
If a state chooses to have a reloading program in their 4-H Shooting Sports Program, The National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee recommends the following components be a part of the guidelines.

1. The shooter assumes full responsibility for the safety of his or her loads, including the safety of other persons on the range. Shooters using reloaded ammunition assume any and all liability for circumstances resulting from any problem caused by that ammunition on the range.  The following elements are included to minimize that exposure.

2. The ammunition must be reloaded in accordance with SAMMI guidelines by or under the immediate supervision of an individual who has completed the NRA/NRMA/4-H Reloading Course.  Either the loader or the person directly supervising the reloading must have completed the course successfully.  Either an instructor course or a student course is acceptable.  Reloading courses given through a State 4-H Office are official instructor training courses.  Instructors so trained may teach local reloading courses for adults or youth intending to reload.  Proof of the course completion must be presented ie:  a copy of an instructor card or certificate.
3. The ammunition must comply in all respects to the SAMMI Reloading Data provided in a recognized reloading manual of current date (photocopy of the appropriate page or pages and citation for the manual, including publication date required.  Any current recognized loading manual may be used (component, powder, bullet, shot tool, or other manufacturer’s manuals).  Complete citations must include the title, publisher, date of publication, page number and full citation of the load being used.  Alternativ3ely, the page in the manual be copied with the publication data attached.  This is required. 

4. The ammunition must demonstrate appropriate care and inspection including being boxed  and properly labeled.  Boxing need not be in original ammunition boxes, but cartridges must be placed in the boxes in an orderly fashion and displayed in a manner that allows immediate visual inspection.  
Ammunition that demonstrates obvious reloading or inspection errors will be rejected.  Labels may be of any type and design, but must contain basic information  on the loads, e.g case, primers, powder type and charge, bullet manufacturer, type, weight or shot size and amount, loading date and loader.
5. Any  reloaded ammunition is subject to random inspection by a NRA/NRMA/4-H trained instructor at the request of any range official  to inspect any ammunition at any time they feel it is required. Soft loads, unusual reports or loading problems are all examples that might lead a range official to exercise the option, if requested the shooter must comply.

6. Loading data from an approved SAMMI manual for the lot of ammunition must be provided at the check in with the required documentation.

7. Official NRA/NRMA/4-H certified Instructors may pull a random round, disassemble (destructively if necessary) and check the accuracy of the loading information provided at the time.  Check-in officials may upon their option, pull random rounds and take them apart to check the accuracy of the loading data provided.  With Shotshells, this will likely result in the destruction of the round, while with rifle or pistol rounds it may simply result in having the bullet pulled , the powder charge weighed and the need to fire the primer and reload.  Any official may request a similar inspection at any time. Note also that these rules apply to individual lots of reloads.  Any time a component is changed  (with the exception of shot size) it is considered a different lot  of ammunition and must be inspected with all of the  above requirements met, including the appropriate data
