National 4-H Shooting Sports – Minutes 5-20-07

Meeting was called to order by Bill Beckley.

Bill introduced Steve Miller, new executive director for the 4-H Shooting Sports Foundation.  

Travel reimbursements still go to Jim Simms and then Jim will forward to Steve Miller.

Operational changes are still ongoing with the committee and the foundation.

USDA wants the role to be more clearly defined and the roles kept separate.

Committee to submit program goals to foundation who in turn will decide to accept or reject and then change related to funding potential.  

If subcommittees need funds, the subcommittee chair need to submit a request in writing to the National Committee co-chairs.

Committee structure and roles still changing.  December 2007 meeting, everyone (reg reps and lead instructors still invited.  

We will have heavy involvement from (3) ECOP reps who will give direction to National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee.  

Steve Miller reported that the Foundation now has own EIN number. The Foundation is being incorporated.  Plans are to get 501 ( c ) 3 designation as soon as possible.  

Plan to have another strategic planning and do a needs assessment.  What is the sense of urgency?  Develop wish list.  And then relate it back to budget.

If any committee members have wish list items forward to Bill, Jeff or Jim by mid August.   (strategic planning meeting to be held end of August)

Steve shared thoughts and interests from potential sponsors.  Also discussed the $60,000 grant from NRA Foundation for curriculum writing.  2 products under a similar project – both 4-H and NRA need additional curriculum related to Hunting.

Jim – old business

Applications for national instructors.  We have a lot of applications in shotgun but very few in other disciplines. We need to solicit more applicants.

Question from Rick Willey?  Do they have to be extension paid staff?  After some discussion the concensus of committee members was no.  

We need to double check with April Ward in regards to her continuing on the committee in light of her new job.  

2008 Workshop – The state 4-H leader said there is a problem with the 4-H camp site in Nevada.  Their University policy does not allow for any shooting on the camp grounds except archery.  Nevada has been in violation of the shooting policy on university property and did not realize it until we requested to use the facility. We are looking at the other alternatives in Texas and we are also working with John Borba in California to see if there are any facilities in that state.


Curriculum item – shotgun manual states “bring their own ammo or reloads.”  Does the word “reload” need to be removed?  Recommendation - rephrase manual “check your state policy related to reloads.”  Final recommendation – change manual – phrase as “bring your own shells and then refer to state policy.”

Is the reloading issue addressed in rifle or pistol?  

Kenyon Simpson – addressed muzzleloading rules for the Invitational. We need to allow muzzleloading rifles with 209 primers since that is now the norm in the industry. A motion was made by Kenyon Simpson second by Rick Willey to allow the use of 209 primer guns at the Invitational. Motion carried  Jim Simms will get this change out to coordinators before 2007 invitational.   Typo error – stated “no” 209 primers suppose to state “no.”(number) 209 primer. This change is to go into effect for this year.  Concern was expressed by committee members in regards to proper notification of states. Jim Simms will send a letter to the  teams registered in muzzleloading.

We did not get the steel silhouettes made that we were promised so we need to decide if we will use Paper silhouette vs metal silhouette and change the load?  Question asked?  How monitor?

100 yd – 60 grains or less; 25 yd – 30 grains; same point of aim will not have to change sights.  

Moved by Kenyon Simpson to correct typo error related to 209 primers and accept Texas recommendation to change powder load to lighter loads for lesser distances.  Motion carried. We will borrow the silhouettes from Texas

Wishlist for August – need a permanent home for the Invitational and two places 1 east and one west for the workshop.

Bill Stevens retired 5 ½ years ago and has been filling in till they get his replacement. Federal is interviewing currently for the position. Bill Stevens will be dropping off the committee and staying on the Foundation till end of year.  

Jinx Baney is to send out revisions related to National Ambassador and Daisy Scholarship application for the sub-committee to review before they meet.

Dale Bennett  shared information about Easton Foundation about a grant that had been applied for. In order for us to get the grant we would have to restructure the grant in regard to range development.

NWTF grant applications needed to be reviewed.  Jim Simms will get those applications to regional reps to review.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

